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PRODUCTION NOTES 
 
 
Executive Producer – Southern Pictures   Laurie Critchley 
Series Producer      Ross Wilson  
Series Producer – Southern Pictures   Heather Nash   
Production Company      Southern Pictures 
Genre         Documentary Series 
Language        English 
Aspect Ratio       16 x 9 
 
LOGLINE 
 
 
Filmed over a year, this is the inside story of a mosque and its community as it confronts the 
unexpected impact of global events on daily life.  
 
 
SHORT SYNOPSIS 
 
 
In suburbs across Australia, there is a building that is shrouded in controversy. For the first 
time, cameras were given unprecedented 24/7 access to an Australian mosque, to reveal life 
in the mosque as it has never been seen before. This groundbreaking series follows a diverse 
community over the course of one tumultuous year as they confront misconceptions, deal with 
the realities of life, love, and death, and struggle for acceptance in modern Australia.  
 
EPISODE SYNOPSIS 
 
 
EP 1 The end of the Muslim holy month sees the mosque on the frontline of a rising tide of 
Islamophobia, as the mosque community tackles misconceptions with surprising results.  
 
EP 2 A member of the mosque congregation is reported to the National Security Hotline, as 
the mosque leadership confronts the fault lines between Muslim immigration and terrorism.  
 
EP 3 The mosque tackles extremism at home and abroad, from anti-hijab nationalists to ISIS 
threats – all the while dealing with the intimate everyday dramas of family life, love and death.  
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LONG SYNOPSIS 
 
 

 
 
 
For many non-Muslim Australians, the mosque is a symbol of growing fears that Islam is 
antithetical to the Australian way of life, even dangerous. But many Australians have never 
stepped inside a mosque, let alone seen what goes on inside.  
 
Now with exclusive, unprecedented 24/7 
access, this 3 x 1-hour observational series goes 
inside one of Australia's oldest mosques, the 
Holland Park Mosque in Brisbane, to join a 
community rarely seen from the inside. We meet 
its cricket-loving patriarch, mosque leader Imam 
Uzair; his best mate and community fix-it man, 
Ali Kadri; as well as a diverse congregation, 
including outspoken change-maker, Galila 
Abdelsalam and fourth generation mosque-goer 
Janeth Deen.  
 
Filmed over the course of a year like no other, 
we join our larger-than-life cast as they tackle 
Islamophobia, extremism, and a host of 
everyday adventures, challenges, romance and 
tragedy. As their mosque comes under 
increasing pressure, both from inside and out, 
this is a never-before-seen look at a community 
on the frontline of seismic change in Australia 
and the world today. 
 
 
 



 

Ó Southern Pictures Pty Ltd, Special Broadcasting Services, Screen Australia, Screen NSW, Screen QLD 4 of 33 

EPISODE 1 SYNOPSIS 
 
 
Holland Park Mosque is the oldest mosque on the east coast of Australia, and has 
been the bustling heart of a Muslim community for over a century. 
 
Built in 1908, the mosque is the spiritual home of a diverse multicultural congregation and plays 
a pivotal role in everyone’s lives – from daily prayers and Islamic classes to births, funerals, 
marriages and even weekly cricket matches. At the centre of it all is the mosque leader Imam 
Uzair, who everyone turns to for spiritual guidance and advice – and his trusted sidekick, 
community spokesperson, Ali Kadri. 
 
This year, the mosque finds itself in the firing line as never before, as it faces increasing hostility 
from the wider Australian public and spiraling pressures from within. The end of the Muslim 
holy month coincides with a Federal Election, and just down the road, firebrand politician 
Pauline Hanson and her One Nation Party have stormed into parliament on an anti-Muslim 
ticket. 
 
With no time to waste, Ali Kadri is determined to tackle the misconceptions head on, starting 
with halal. He rounds up some of the younger congregation and heads to the streets of Logan, 
which borders Hanson’s electoral stronghold. Ali’s plan is to confront the forces of division and 
hate, dispel the myths, and convince the locals that halal food is nothing to be afraid of.  It’s a 
bold move, and everyone’s nervous about the welcome they’ll get… 
 
Back at the mosque, 74-year-old matriarch Janeth Deen is determined to show that mosques 
and Muslims are as Australian as everyone else. She’s on a mission to erect the Australian, 
Queensland and Aboriginal flags at the mosque for all to see. Unfortunately for Imam, her 
chosen spot is his beloved MCG – or mosque cricket ground. And unfortunately for Janeth, 
the biggest hurdle she faces is inside her own family… 
 
Janeth is not the only strong-minded woman at the mosque. Men and women pray separately 
at the mosque – but during the weekly congregational prayers (held on Friday for Muslims 
rather than Sunday for Christians), Aunty Galila decides to take a sneaky look at the men’s 
facilities. What she sees infuriates her and she makes it her mission to get better facilities for 
the women. 
 
The mosque is more than a place of prayer – it’s also the centre of a diverse community, with 
a strong duty of care to its most vulnerable members, especially in today’s political climate. 
Heading the charge here is Robbie, an ex-bikie who converted to Islam five years ago, and 
who has found a new lease of life as a youth worker with the Islamic Council. But one of his 
young charges is struggling to stay out of trouble... 
 
It’s just the start of what proves to be a very busy and tumultuous year. 
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EPISODE 2 SYNOPSIS 
 
 
As Australia heads into summer, fears about Muslims, mosques and home-grown 
terrorists are hitting the headlines. Mosque leader Imam Uzair is doing all he can to  
guide his diverse community through these troubled times, and embrace 
multiculturalism – but he soon finds himself one confronting crisis after another… 
 
Refugee, Jamil, has come to the mosque in desperate need of help. He’s an IT professor 
who was forced to flee Afghanistan eight years ago when the Taliban threatened his life. Now 
working as a taxi and Uber driver, he’s been identified as a potential security risk to Australia 
and is under investigation by the federal police. 
 
Jamil insists he is innocent. But until he is cleared, his citizenship application has been frozen, 
preventing him from bringing his wife and two sons to join him from war-torn Kabul. Mosque-
spokesperson Ali Kadri has arranged for the AFP’s investigating officer to meet with Jamil at 
his office. It’s a chance for Jamil to find out what the AFP’s concerns are, and to hopefully 
make his case, on neutral ground.  
 
At the Islamic Council Youth Worker office, ex-bikie Robbie has also been helping local refugee 
families, guiding and mentoring young men who have drifted from the faith and found 
themselves in trouble. Alienation is one of the biggest issues facing young Muslims in Australia 
today, and the mosque’s efforts to help can sometimes be an uphill battle. 
  
It’s not just recent refugees who are struggling to reconcile their faith and place in modern 
Australia. 28-year-old Lamisse was born in Australia to an Egyptian-Australian family, and 
brought up a Muslim. She now works with Robbie as a youth worker, but she is only just 
finding her way back to her faith, after turning her back on her Muslim identity as a teenager. 
It’s been a challenging journey and for the first time, Lamisse has decided to talk openly 
about her battles. It’s a courageous move, especially as talking about your sins in public is 
frowned on in Islam. 
 
The mosque is on the frontline of Australian multiculturalism, and its challenges have never 
been more stark. As Christmas approaches, a controversial YouTube video from Saudi 
Arabia stating that it's wrong for a Muslim to wish others Merry Christmas has gone viral 
amongst the Muslim and non-Muslim community. Determined to confront the extremists on 
both sides head on, Ali has decided to issue a clear statement on behalf of the Islamic 
Council in favour of saying Merry Christmas. But just 12 hours later, there is a backlash within 
his own community with hate-mail filling up his inbox. Distressed, Ali turns to Imam and his 
Islamic Council colleagues for advice and support. 
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EPISODE 3 SYNOPSIS 
 
 
Tensions are bubbling at the mosque as its leader Imam Uzair and his right-hand man 
Ali Kadri try to steer their community through the headwinds of Muslim and 
nationalist extremism. It seems everyone’s ready to take offence as Ali struggles to 
reconcile attitudes to the hijab or head scarf and Imam comes under fire from 
extremists abroad, all the while dealing with the deeply emotional dramas of life and 
death.  
 
The hijab is back in the news and community spokesman Ali Kadri is run off his feet. A recent 
Australia Day billboard featuring two young girls wearing the hijab has hit a nerve and Ali’s 
getting increasingly frustrated with the divisions and misconceptions. But the women of the 
mosque are determined to tackle the prejudices head on – and won’t be deterred by anyone’s 
opinions.  
 
Back at the mosque, Imam’s efforts to get on with life as normal are hijacked by events 
overseas, as ISIS issues a death threat to mainstream Imams, including those in Australia. 
Imam cannot remain silent, and decides to speak out against extremism as an ideology from 
the pulpit. But this is just the start of the changes this very traditional mosque is having to 
confront… 
 
One of the latest and most controversial initiatives is ex-bikie and recent convert Robbie’s 
prison chaplaincy program. It’s a subject close to Robbie’s heart, especially after the isolation 
he experienced when he was arrested in an anti-terrorist raid just a year after converting. He 
wants Ali’s support to send religious visitors into jails to help Muslims and those who’ve 
converted to Islam. For Ali, it’s a crucial opportunity to prevent Muslim prisoners from learning 
the wrong kind of Islam, and potentially being radicalized. But will the law-abiding mosque 
congregation back the scheme? 
 
Ali’s work with the community takes up most of his time and at 35 he’s still single and living at 
home with mum. But he’s under increasing pressure to get married and close family friend 
Galila Abdelsalam is on a mission to find Ali a wife. Her matchmaking skills are renown – and 
as Ramadan approaches, Ali has a difficult decision to make. 
 
Ramadan is the holiest month of the Islamic calendar, when Muslims everywhere are called on 
to observe thirty days of fasting and prayer. But as the mosque congregation gather at dusk 
to break their daily fast, terrorism overseas casts its evil shadow. After everything they’ve been 
through over a challenging year, are Ali and Imam back where they started? 
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MEET THE KEY CHARACTERS 
 
 

 

IMAM UZAIR 
 
Imam Uzair is the 45-year-old Imam of Holland Park 
Mosque, and its spiritual “Father”. He was born in 
England before going to Islamic School in Pakistan as a 
10-year-old. After graduating twenty years ago, he 
moved to Australia to become the country’s youngest 
Imam at just 25 and now all these years later, he regards 
the mosque community as his family.  
 
As the Imam, he conducts the five daily prayers, gives the 
Friday sermon, oversees weekly classes, performs all the 
weddings, and is the agony uncle for the various 
personal, social and familial issues of the community. 

  
 

ALI 
 
35-year-old Ali Kadri is a Sunni Muslim from India, who 
arrived in Australia 14 years ago. Sectarian violence and 
anti-Muslim riots in India led to the death of his brother, 
and his father sent him to university in Brisbane for his 
safety. 
 
Since meeting and befriending Imam Uzair at Holland 
Park Mosque, Ali has become a committed advocate for 
his community, and is now the spokesperson of the 
Islamic Council of Queensland. He also runs a string of 
successful accountancy and training businesses. 

  

 

GALILA  
 
Fiery, fun and forthright, Galila founded and runs the 
Islamic Women’s Association and is a lifelong advocate 
for women’s rights, both inside and beyond the mosque. 
Married with grown children, she is well respected in the 
community for her tireless community work and 
outspoken opinions.  
 
Aunty Galila, as she is known, is currently campaigning 
for better facilities for the women who pray at Holland 
Park Mosque. She also delights in spending her spare 
time matchmaking, and recently introduced Ali Kadri to 
his fiancée Sara. 
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ROBBIE  
 
Ex-bikie Robbie spent a life involved with crime and 
served time behind bars before he found Islam five years 
ago. Now a devout Muslim, he’s even given up his 
addiction to tattoos, which are forbidden in the religion. 
 
Robbie is now a youth worker for the Islamic Council’s 
new initiative, Brighter Future Collective. In this role, he 
helps guide and support troubled teenage refugees from 
the mosque. 
 

  

 

ASHA 
 
Asha grew up in refugee camps across Africa after her 
family fled the civil war in Sudan when she was very 
young.  
 
As a single mum with five children, and with no other 
family in Australia to help her, Asha depends on the 
mosque community and her religion to help her and her 
children navigate the tricky adjustment to a new life in 
Australia. Her two daughters, Khadija and Batool both 
attend the Mosque’s Islamic school (madrassa) every 
afternoon after school. 

  

 

LAMISSE 
 
28-year-old Lamisse is the eldest of six children from a 
cross-cultural family. Her mother converted to Islam after 
meeting her Egyptian born husband 30 years ago. 
 
Having abandoned Islam in her late teens, Lamisse is now 
recently divorced and trying to reconcile herself to her 
faith and identity. It’s a journey fraught with contradictions 
as she struggles to find a place for herself in the mosque 
and community. It’s something Lamisse is determined to 
speak out about – however controversial that may be. 
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OTHER CAST 
 
EPISODE 1  
Janeth 
Galila  
Maryam – Galia’s daughter  
Saiyeda – Ali’s mother 
Jason  

EPISODE 2  
Jamil 
Saiyeda – Ali’s mother 
Maryam 
 

 
 
EPISODE 3
Abla 
Ayda 
Batool – Asha’s daughter 
Jihad – formerly Jessie 
Khadija – Asha’s daughter 

Maryam – Galila’s daughter 
Saiyeda – Ali’s mother 
Sara – Ali’s fiancé  
Shama – Imam’s wife  

 
 

    
Abla Ayda Batool 

 
Jamil 

    
Janeth 

 
Jason Jihad Khadija 

    
Maryam 

 
Saiyeda Sara Shama 
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NARRATOR  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RUPERT REID 
 
Rupert’s career has spanned extensively over film, 
television, theatre and voice-overs. Rupert was part of 
the phenomenally successful The Matrix trilogy, 
appearing in both The Matrix Revolutions and The 
Matrix Reloaded. Other film credits include Another 
Earth, James and The Sugar Factory, The Jungle and 
Super Awesome. Television credits include Sunshine, 
Cleverman S2, Hoges, Peter Brock, Black Comedy S2, 
Mary: The Making Of A Princess, Winners and Losers 
S4 among many others. Rupert appeared in the US 
hits NCIS, The Pacific and Natalie Wood: Hollywood’s 
Last Child. Rupert has narrated the series Life on The 
Reef, Media Watch and other documentaries. Rupert’s 
theatre credits include STC Life is a Dream, MTC The 
Tempest, Bell Shakespeare Company productions of 
Macbeth, Coriolanus, and Twelfth Night, Belvoir’s 
Love and Ensemble Theatre’s Becky Shaw. He most 
recently appeared to great reviews in the play The 
Village Byke at The Old Fitz.  
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SERIES CONSULTANT 
 
 
PROFESSOR MOHAMAD ABDALLA  
Director: Centre for Islamic Thought and Education, University of South Australia 

 

Professor Mohamad Abdalla is one of 
Australia’s most prominent and 
respected Muslim leaders, combining 
the roles of an academic scholar, 
public intellectual, community leader 
and commentator.  

Over the last 15 years, Professor 
Abdalla played a leading role in 
establishing Islamic Studies (Research 
and Teaching) as an academic area of 
study in Australia. His research has 
been published in multiple peer-
reviewed journals such as Griffith Law 
Review, and book publishers such as 
the University of Melbourne Press, 
Routledge, Palgrave Macmillan and 
Edward Elgar.  

Professor Abdalla has served on a number of academic, government and community boards: 
Editorial Board of International Journal; Management Board of the National Centre of 
Excellence for Islamic Studies; advisor to Minister for Multicultural Affairs and Minister Assisting 
the Premier of QLD; Vice President, the Al-Azhar University Office in Australia; Chairperson of 
the Queensland Muslim Community Reference Group; and Vice-President and Spokesperson 
of the Australian National Imams Council (ANIC).   

Professor Abdalla is recognised as a leader whose work has had positive social impact. This 
is clearly demonstrated in his leadership role after 9/11 where he led a reconciliation strategy 
to build bridges of understanding between the Australian Muslim and wider communities.   

He passionately supports social inclusion and takes much pride in his role in fostering peace 
and harmony in the community. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Ó Southern Pictures Pty Ltd, Special Broadcasting Services, Screen Australia, Screen NSW, Screen QLD 12 of 33 

PRODUCER BIOGRAPHIES  
 
 
 

 

 
LAURIE CRITCHLEY  
Executive Producer – Southern Pictures 
 
Laurie Critchley has enjoyed a thirty-year career in 
radio, print journalism, book publishing and television. 
With a strong track record as a writer, editor and 
director, she has held senior positions as a 
commissioning editor, publisher, series producer and 
executive producer in Australia and abroad. She has 
travelled extensively, working and living in Asia, North 
America and Europe.  
 
In addition to stints as a journalist and radio reporter, 
she spent her formative years with The Women’s 
Press in London, where she helped re-position the 
company’s publishing program for a mainstream 
audience, and was responsible for re-launching its 
young adult imprint to unprecedented commercial 
success.  
 
She subsequently moved into radio and television 
projects, devising the successful primetime Australian 
history format, Dynasties, which ran for six series. After 
a productive collaboration with ABC Television, as a 
factual producer, series producer and EP, Laurie 
started her own production company, Southern 
Pictures, in 2009. 
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ROSS WILSON 
Series Producer 
 
Ross Wilson has worked across a number of genres in 
television including drama, high-end current affairs, 
observational documentary, feature documentary and 
formatted shows.  
 
For three years, he produced the high-rating RSPCA 
Animal Rescue on the Seven Network. Previously, he 
worked as Foreign Editor at Nine’s flagship current 
affair’s program Sunday, producing detailed reports on 
Rwanda and US presidential elections. He’s written 
and co-written screenplays that have been produced 
by Channel Four in the UK and Starz Media in the US. 
He also collaborated with novelists such as David 
Malouf and Robert Dessaix, and wrote the screenplay 
and lyrics for an animated Wiggles television special.  
 
Recent credits include post-producing and writing the 
award-winning Taking on the Chocolate Frog (SBS). 
Last year, Ross was Head of Production at New 
Zealand’s Imagination TV supervising more than 20 
hours of documentary production including Grand 
Designs NZ currently screening on ABC TV. 
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HEATHER NASH  
Series Producer – Southern Pictures 
 
Heather began her career in the UK producing and 
directing over 18 films for the BBC, Channel Four and 
ITV. Whilst at university, Heather took herself to one of 
the largest Palestinian refugee camps to document 
their life on film; this lead to work in Gaza for the 
UNWRA media department after graduating.  
 
Over the next ten years Heather worked as a 
producer and director on a number of long form 
observational documentaries for Channel Four’s 
acclaimed factual strands, films that raised awareness 
and led to further debate within the British media. 
Heather’s eclectic CV also covers primetime factual 
entertainment series like Trinny and Suzannah, 
Discovery’s Extreme Machines, I’m a Celebrity Get 
Me Out of Here and the BBC’s Come Fly With Me.  
 
Since moving to Australia, Heather has worked with 
independent production companies developing up 
formats and series ideas; produced and directed 
episodes for Family Confidential (ABC) as well as 
produced and wrote a one-hour documentary special 
Felicity’s Mental Mission for the ABC’s ‘Mental As’ 
week. She is currently Head of Development at 
Southern Pictures.  
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JO CADMAN  
Head of Production  
 
Jo Cadman has over 25 years of industry 
experience, beginning her career as production 
manager for Channel 7. Her early success in the 
television business saw her establish her own music 
video company, Perpetual Motion Pictures, which 
has produced over 200 Australian and International 
music videos 
 
Her extensive event-television and music video 
background, combined with her passion for 
storytelling led her to produce the award winning 
rockumentary of Sir Bob Geldof, Geldof Goes 
Goondiwindi, which evolved into further roles in 
documentary and factual filmmaking. 
 
Jo has worked in and with ABC, Seven, Nine & TEN, 
Disney Channel, Discovery as well as top production 
companies Endemol Shine, Freemantle, Southern 
Star, ITV, and more recently Warners & McAvoy 
Media. In 2016 Jo assumed the role of Head of 
Production and Business Affairs at Southern 
Pictures to oversee production of its primetime 
factual slate.  
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PRODUCER STATEMENT  
 
 
As immigration, multiculturalism, racism and Islamophobia dominated the political agenda, 
we felt it was time for a different story to be told, one that went beyond the headlines. 
 
The Australian Muslim community had very few opportunities to express its own diverse 
views and engage with misconceptions about the faith, negative stereotypes reinforcing the 
public’s fearful opinion about Islam, and what goes on at a mosque. 
 
By following the everyday lives of one community, we believed we could get past the 
common myths and offer a long overdue and new perspective. What we found surprised, 
confronted, and delighted us. Our research led us to uncovering an extraordinarily mixed 
community and a mosque that has been part of the Australian landscape since federation.  
 
The Australian Muslim community is not a homogenous group but an extremely varied and 
multicultural one, with many different ethnic and racial backgrounds. The process of finding 
the right mosque, an Imam and a community who were willing to take part was a long and 
detailed process but an incredibly rewarding one. We had been across the country meeting 
many members of the Muslim community who were incredibly supportive and helpful with the 
research, and when Ali Kadri took us to Holland Park Mosque we felt we had found the right 
place. Ali holds most of his meetings at the local restaurants so whether it was Middle 
Eastern or Indian it was a culinary extravaganza every time. 
 
It was exciting to be featuring a mosque in Queensland and one with such a diverse 
congregation. Mosques are always battling negative publicity, so letting us through the doors 
was a bold move for Imam Uzair. When we asked if we could be in their lives for a year, well 
that took some persuasion! 
 
On a personal level, it has been a wonderful opportunity to broaden my knowledge of Islam 
and a great privilege to work with so many people from the Muslim community. Our series 
consultant Professor Mohamad Abdalla has guided and advised us along the way and we 
have valued his input and commitment to the series from start to finish.  
 
The idea was that ‘The Mosque Next Door’ should do what all great observational 
documentaries do: entertain, inform and educate its audience. At the heart of this was 
creating the platform for the Holland Park Muslim community to tell the story of their everyday 
lives and their mosque. 
 
Someone said to me at the start of this 2-year journey: “If you can at least put a tiny crack in 
the mindset of the viewer it’s a good start”. We hope that is what we have achieved. 
 
Heather Nash 
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SERIES PRODUCER STATEMENT  
 

We were extremely fortunate that we were able to locate our production office right in the 
heart of our precinct, in the mosque committee’s boardroom. Even though we had to clear 
out every fourth Tuesday night for committee meetings, it meant we were close to all the 
comings and goings at the mosque. Janeth Deen, for instance, would often drop by. The 
scene in which she single-handedly cleans up the carpark, we first observed through the 
office window. On another occasion, Ali Kadri needed to use our photocopier and in passing 
told us the story of the opinionated Uber driver who was under investigation by the AFP. This 
proximity meant we could drop everything and follow stories as they developed. It also meant 
we got to meet and know very most of the people who are featured in the show.   
 
We were also fortunate to have two young interns with strong connections to the mosque 
community. It was a pleasure to work with Adeel Qureshi and Lujayn Hawari… but also an 
education. They had excellent insights into mosque personalities, politics and history and 
helped us win the trust of many people who were at first very suspicious of camera teams. 
On a personal level, I have to say it was great to spend a year getting to know a community 
in some depth. I remember very well the day, a month into shooting, that Imam Uzair told the 
congregation to forget about our cameras and carry on as normal – they could trust us.  We 
eventually gained extraordinary access to some very intimate scenes.  But with this trust, I 
know we also felt a huge responsibility to make sure we got the program right.  
 
Ross Wilson 
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EXECUTIVE PRODUCER STATEMENT  
 
 
I grew up listening to the Islamic call to prayer, a non-Muslim in a Muslim majority country, 
Indonesia.  The sound drifted over the rooftops through the day, part of the rich background 
fabric of daily life. Neither remarkable nor threatening. I gave it very little thought. 
 
Fast forward to today, in a post 9/11 world confronted with the rise of militant Pan-Islamic 
identity politics in the Middle East, and Islam has suddenly become a focus of concern, 
anxiety and even suspicion. 
 
Somewhere between these two realities sits the mosque, the hub of the Muslim community 
in Australia. It traverses the fault-lines between and within communities, connecting 
individuals from countless different cultures, political and religious outlooks, not to mention 
personalities. Keeping that diverse congregation together is no easy task, especially in 
today’s political climate. We used to joke that the mosque was a microcosm of all the 
stresses and strains of modern Australia, and that Imam, as the mosque leader, had one of 
the most demanding jobs in the country – and we probably weren’t far from the truth. 
 
In the case of “our” mosque, it was Imam Uzair’s leadership that made this series possible. 
His easy-going confidence about being filmed paved the way, as did that of mosque 
spokesperson, Ali Kadri. It takes a lot of courage to stick your head above the parapet and 
potentially make yourself a target of criticism, not just from the wider Australian community 
but equally from sectors of the Muslim community as well. There’s a strong ideal of modesty 
in Islam – and some Muslim commentators have been outspoken about the fact that 
Australian Muslims shouldn’t have to explain their lives to the wider public. They shouldn’t – 
but we’re very glad Imam and Ali invited our cameras into record their and the community’s 
lives for a year.  
 
We had a huge amount of fun despite a year in which the pressures on the mosque, and on 
Imam and Ali, mounted as never before. Our cameraman Jeremy and Imam bonded over 
golf. Ross, the series producer, and AP Adeel, swapped books and jokes. Jo, our production 
manager, gave the Islamic Council leadership rally-driving tips. And the older women of the 
mosque never stopped trying to convince me to try shisha. The food was fantastic. The 
camaraderie was immense. The hours kept exhausting. And the cricket – well, not too 
shabby!  
 
The mosque and its community felt like a home away from home … and many of us are 
looking forward to our next visit. 
 
Laurie Critchley  
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RESEARCHER STATEMENT  
 
 
Lujayn Hawari writes about the experience of working on ‘The Mosque Next Door’. 

I only have a few more weeks until I graduate from my 3-year degree. I remember on my very 
first day of university thinking, “I can’t wait till those 3 damn years are over!” Now I’m wishing 
they weren’t. 

When I graduated year 12, the sensation of graduating was not the slightest bit emotional. In 
fact, I couldn’t wait to leave the graduation ceremony. Maybe because school was an 
endless routine of nothing really, and I hated it. When I started university, little did I know that 
those 3 years will take me on the roller-coaster ride of a lifetime. Never had I thought that I will 
end up finding myself, my faith, and my passion, while also having my work published, 
travelling the world, and making my first documentary. Not only that, but I never, in a million 
years, thought that I would get the job of my dreams before even graduating. I still have a 
month or so until my graduation, but I’m already working full-time in an industry I never 
thought I’d be in 10 years from now.  Am I extremely happy and grateful? Yes, I completely 
and utterly am. Although, there is a small part of me that just wishes I didn’t get the job 
because it turned the page on a chapter I never wanted to finish. It was an enormous step in 
my life that came out of nowhere and I wasn’t ready for it. I feel more grown up now, more 
independent, more like an adult, and now living in the ‘real’ world. 

Leaving the years of class timetables and assignments behind me, I have been trying to 
accept the reality of this new job. I’ve been trying to understand those ‘real’ job expectations, 
being around ‘real’ colleagues, and working in a ‘real’ office on ‘real’ things. Everything feels 
so serious, especially for someone who hasn’t graduated university yet. Combining my years 
of school and university, there has never been one serious moment in my life. I didn’t even 
take exams seriously. But now, all the work I do has a ‘real’ effect on the project at hand and 
on the industry profiting from this project. It feels like one small mistake could ruin everything. 

Coming into an industry as a new graduate is hard. There is a lot of pressure to prove 
yourself worthy of your job position. Every day, I walk into the office quite nervous. I work with 
very experienced people who have done outstanding work in the past, and yet, here I am, 
not even graduated, and almost peeing my pants. Due to my inexperience, I feel dumb or 
useless at times, I have trouble bringing new ideas to the table, and I get extremely nervous 
when given a new task in fear that I will fail at it. I am surrounded by constant fear every-time 
I’m at work; I get scared of speaking up, and I get scared answering a question. But, I’ve 
come to realise that it’s normal to feel this way as a recent graduate. Anyone who leaves their 
comfort zone is a little scared at first. 

As time goes by, I’ve noticed that every day I come into work, I’m a little less nervous. Rather, 
I get a little more confident and a little more excited. The best part of all of this is I’m finally 
moving forward and living the dreams I’ve only ever pictured in my head. Working in the field 
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that I love feels like a holiday. I look forward to Monday and I don’t count down to the 
weekend. In fact, I enjoy the fear and anxiety of new prospects, the sensation of moving 
forward, and the emotional roller-coaster of finishing a chapter. I love the fact that I’m 
growing as a person. I found myself while in university, but now, the person I found is 
growing, accomplishing her dreams, and being genuinely happy. 

I guess that’s the most important advice I can give; Enjoy the ride. 
 
Lujayn Hawari - Researcher 
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ABOUT SOUTHERN PICTURES 
 
 
 

 
 
Southern Pictures is a dynamic production company with a strong commitment to storytelling 
that creates high-quality, high-impact original programming for broadcast, the web and new 
media.  
 
The company, formerly known as Australian Documentaries, was established in Sydney in 2009 
by Laurie Critchley to produce the 7-part primetime series, Family Confidential which received 
front page coverage and won its 8pm time slot for ABC 1. Since then, Southern Pictures has 
gone on to produce factual programs for networks including Channel 9, ABC, and SBS that 
demonstrate its commitment to producing original formats and revelatory, character-driven 
content.  
 
Southern Pictures’ credits include: 
 
The Embassy – 3 seasons of an original ob-doc format co-produced with Fredbird 
Entertainment for Channel 9, and also broadcast on BSkyB, TVNZ & Australia Network. 
 
Played! Inside Australia’s Failed World Cup Bid – a documentary special hosted by 
Leigh Sales for ABC.  
 
Plumpton High Babies: 10 Years On – a one hour documentary special directed by Aviva 
Ziegler as a follow up to the successful ‘Plumpton High Babies’, which is soon to air on ABC.  
 
The Sharp Edge: The Art of Martin Sharp – documentary biography for ABC directed by 
Rebecca Baillie. 
 
Family Confidential – 3 seasons of the original factual series for ABC, that also appeared 
on Foxtel & Australia Network. 
 
Currently in production is a 2-part documentary for ABC, working title Hawke, exploring the 
leadership and legacy of Australia’s longest serving Labor Prime Minister, Bob Hawke.  
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CREDITS – EPISODE 1 
 

 1  
SCREEN AUSTRALIA 

SBS AUSTRALIA 
SCREEN QUEENSLAND 

PRESENT 
 

 2 
 

A SOUTHERN PICTURES PRODUCTION 
 
 

 3 
NARRATOR 
Rupert Reid 

 
SERIES PRODUCER 

Ross Wilson 
 

FIELD PRODUCERS 
Sky Kinninmont 
Nicole McCuaig 

Mark Walker 
 

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER / RESEARCHER 
Adeel Qureshi 

 
RESEARCHERS 

Adam Adada 
Lujayn Hawari 

 
SERIES DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

Jeremy Ward 
 

CAMERA OPERATORS 
Helen Barrow 
Paul Costello 
Aaron Kelly 

Margie McClymont 
David Ridley 
Dan Schist 

Trevor Smith 
Scott Walker 

 
DRONES 

Casper Mazzotti 
Sean Mulchay 

 
SERIES SOUND RECORDIST 
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Rowan Barry 
 

SOUND RECORDISTS 
Travis Brown 
Dean Ganter  
Nick Rowan 

Ashleigh Smith-Golding 
 

PRODUCTION COORDINATOR 
Loren Smith 

 
PRODUCTION ACCOUNTANT 

Stella Lalor 
 

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 
Zeb Critchley 

 
POST PRODUCERS 

Craig Gaudion 
Fran Tinley 

 
POST PRODUCTION CO-ORDINATOR 

Olesya Mazur 
 

EDITOR 
Sam Hart 

 
TITLE DESIGN 
Kristy Everett 

 
EDIT ASSISTS 

Jay Taylor 
Jonathan Martin 

Joshua Belinfante 
Sam Freeman 

 
TRANSCRIBERS 

Dee Pask 
Fergus Wilson 

 
POST FACILITY AUDIO, GRADE & ONLINE  

Cutting Edge  (QLD & NSW) 
 

CUTTING EDGE TV PRODUCER 
Jo Tankard 

 
COLOURIST 

Adrian Hauser 
 

AUDIO POST 
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Simon “Slash” Hicks 
 

ONLINE EDITOR 
Declan MacErlane 

 
STILLS PHOTOGRAPHER 

Jesse Smith 
 

LEGAL 
Stephen Boyle 

 
SERIES CONSULTANT 

Professor Mohamad Abdalla 

Associate Producer / Researcher Placement Supported by SBS/Screen Queensland  
Diversity Talent Escalator Program 
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 6 
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Australian Federal Police 
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BBQ Tonight 

South Bank, Brisbane 
Sydney Airport 

Woolworths Underwood 
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 11 
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Rowan Barry 
 

SOUND RECORDISTS 
Travis Brown 
Dean Ganter  
Nick Rowan 

Ashleigh Smith-Golding 
 

PRODUCTION COORDINATOR 
Loren Smith 

 
PRODUCTION ACCOUNTANT 

Stella Lalor 
 

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 
Zeb Critchley 

 
POST PRODUCERS 

Craig Gaudion 
Fran Tinley 

 
POST PRODUCTION CO-ORDINATOR 
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EDITOR 
Sam Hart 

 
TITLE DESIGN 
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EDIT ASSISTS 
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Sam Freeman 

 
TRANSCRIBERS 

Dee Pask 
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CUTTING EDGE TV PRODUCER 
Jo Tankard 

 
COLOURIST 

Adrian Hauser 
 

AUDIO POST 
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Simon “Slash” Hicks 
 

ONLINE EDITOR 
Declan MacErlane 

 
STILLS PHOTOGRAPHER 
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Stephen Boyle 
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Professor Mohamad Abdalla 
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Australian Federal Police 
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BBQ Tonight 

South Bank, Brisbane 
Sydney Airport 
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Australian Federal Police 
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